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Citations and explanations: 

Document 1 : JP 5-200626 A (Mitsubishi Electric Corp.), 10 August 1993, page 1, lines 2-5 

(Family: none) 

Document 2: JP 62-173142 A (Matsushita Electric Works, Ltd.), 30 July 1987, page 2, 

lower left column, line 3 to page 3, upper left column, line 20 (Family: none) 

Document 3: JP 1-289624 A (Institute for Precision Discharge Processing), 21 November 

1 989, Full text (Family: none) 

The inventions of claims 1-2, 5 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1 -2 cited in the ISR. Creating the inventions of claims 1 -2 by employing the 
melhod for estimating the processing time described in document 2 as the method lor 
estimating the set processing time in the invention described in document 1 would be easily 
invented by a person skilled in the art. Furthermore, the conditions such as a current peak 
and ON time are merely matters of design variation that have to be selected appropriately 
according to the surface roughness that is wished to be realized. 

The inventions of claims 3-4, 6 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
document 3 cited in the ISR. It is obvious to a person skilled in the art that the removal 
volume per one discharge spark is changed if the processing conditions are changed and that 
the necessary number of discharge cycles changes if the removal surface area changes. 
Furthermore, the conditions such as a current peak and ON time are merely matters ol 
design variation that have to be selected appropriately according to the surface roughness 
that is wished to be realized. 
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